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2. Section17.12(h)is amendedby t
addingthe following, in alphabetical P
orderunderthefamiliesindicated,to

heList of EndangeredandThr
lants:

~

eatened §17.12 Endangeredandthreate
* * * * *

(h) * *

nedplants.

Species Historic range

Scientific name Commonname
Status Whenlisted Criticalhabitat

Special
rules

Asteraceae—Aster
family:

Lessingia germanorum SanFranciscolessingia U.S.A. (CA)
(=Lessingia

E NA NA

germanorum var.
germanorum).

Ericaceae—Heathfamily:

Arctosta.phylos Sari Bruno Mountain U.S.A. (CA)
irnbncata manzanita

T NA NA

(=Arctostaphylos
imbricata ssp.
tmbricata).

Dated:September23, 1994.

Mo[lie M, Beattie,
Director, U.S.Fish andtl/ildIife Service.
[FR Doc. 94—24492Filed 9—30—94;8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4.31O-~4-p

5OCFRPart17

Endangeredand Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petition and
Initiation of Status Review for Koala

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petition finding and
statusreview.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Serviceannouncesthe90-dayfinding
that a petition to addtheAustralian
koala to the List of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife haspresented
substantialinformation indicatingthat
theactionmaybewarranted.A status
revie~~of this speciesis initiated.
DATES: Thefinding announcedherein
wasmadeon September26, 1994.
Commentsandinformation maybe
submitteduntil February1, 1995.
ADDRESSES:Comments,information,
andquestionsshouldbe submittedto
theChief, Office of ScientificAuthority;
Mail Stop;rtiom 725,Arlington Square;
U.S. Fish andWildlife Service;
Washington,D.C. 20240(Faxnumber
703—358—2276).Expressandmessenger-
deliveredmail shouldbeaddressedto
theOffice of ScientificAuthority; room
750,4401 North FairfaxDrive;

Arlington, Virginia 22203.The petition
finding, supportingdata,andcomments
will beavailablefor public inspection,
by appointment,from 8 am.to 4 p.m.,
MondaythroughFriday,at the
Arlington, Virginia address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
CharlesW. Dane,Chief, Office of
ScientificAuthority, at theabove
address(phone703—358—1708).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
4(b)(3) of theEndangeredSpeciesAct of
1973, asamended,requiresthatwithin
90 daysof receiptofa petition to list,
delist,or reclassifyaspecies,or to
reviseacritical habitatdesignation,a
finding be madeon whetherthepetition
haspresentedsubstantialinformation
indicating thatthe requestedactionmay
be warranted,andthat suchfinding he
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register

If the finding is positive,Section
4(b)(3) also requirescomnic.enientof
a review of thestatusof theinvoived
species.The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)now announcesa 90-
day finding on a recentlyreceived
petition.

Thepetition wassubmittedby
Australiansfor Animals (in Australia)
andtheFundfor Animals (in theUnited
States);about40 additional
organizationsin theUnited Statesand
Australiawerenamedassupportingthe
petition.It wasdatedMay 3, 1994,and
wasreceivedby theServiceon May 5,
1994. It requeststhat thekoala
(Phascojcxrctoscinereus),abearlike

Australianmarsupial,beclassifiedas
endangeredin NewSouthWalesand
Victoria, andas threatenedin
Queensland.

The koala onceoccurredovermuchof
thethreeindicatedstates,aswell as in
partof SouthAustralia,andnumbered
in themillions. The petitionpresentsan
extensivecompilation of data,including
recentdirect testimonyfrom authorities
on thespecies,suggestingthat thekoala
hasdeclinedgreatlyin distribution and
numbers,andthat its statusis likely to
continueto deterioratë~Reportedly,
therearepracticallynoneleft in South
Australiaandonly afew thousandin
New SouthWalesandVictoria; the
Queenslandpopulationmay be less
than 10 percentof what it wasin the
192Os

The specieswasdrasticallyreduced
by excessivekilling for its fur up
through the1920s.It subsequentlywas
providedlegal protectionfrom such
killing, hut, accordingto thepetition,
renmantpopulationsarerelativelysmall
andbadly fragmented.Logging,
agriculture, andother problemshave
eliminatedat leasttwo-thirdsof the
original forestandwoodlandhabitat,
furtherdeclinesare occurring,andlittle
of theremaininghabitat is well
protected.Thespeciesis totally
dependentfor food andshelteron
certaintypesof treeswithin forestsand
woodlands.Thedestructionor
degradationof this habitatwill reduce
theviability of populations,evenif the
animalsareotherwiseprotected,and
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many localp pulationsa~esai4to have
disappearedin recentyears. Other
reportedproblemsincludefires~
diseases,droughts,harassmentby dogs,
interferencewith normalgeneflow, and
killing alongtheroadsnowpenetraling
habitat.The largestpopulation
remainingin Queensfandis now saidto
be immediately threatenedby amajor
highwayprojectthatwould bisectits
habitat.

TheServiceis awarethat thekoalais
generallyprotectedby federaland
procincial lawsin AusU~aIia,andthat
therehavebeenintensivegovernment
effortsto conserveandreintroducesome

populations.HGwevef~the nki&inatioia~
presentedby thepetitiongivescausefor
concernabouttheover-all prospectsfor
thespeciesandits naturalecosystems.
andsuggeststhat further reviewof the
situationis advisab}e~The Service
thereforehasfoundthat thepetition
presentssubstantiarinformation
indicatingthat therequestedactionmay
be~rarranted. Also, pursuantto Section
4[b)(3), theServiceherebycommencesa
review of thestatusof theinvolved
species.Submissionof appropriatedata,
opinions,andpublicationsregarding
this petition is encouraged.In
accordancewith Section4(b)(3),within

12 m~mthso1receipto!thepetition,the
Ser’ijice will makeanotherfinding asto
whetherthe request~actionis
warranled..not warranted,or warranted
but precludedby otherlisting measures.

AMherity

Theauthority for this action is the
EndangeredSpeciesAct (~1&U.S.C. 1531
et seq.).

Dated;September26, 1994.
BruceBlanchard,
Acting Director.Fish and Wildlife Service.
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